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the south. In 1830 Alexander Duff, the great
Scottish missionary, opened his epoch-making
English school in Calcutta.1 Three years later
Lord Macaulay came from England as the first
legal member of the Governor-General's Council,
and led the way to the revolutionary decision
reached in 1835 that " the great object of the
British Government ought to be the promotion
of English literature and science, and that all the
funds appropriated for the purpose of education
could best be employed in English education
alone." This decision was reached only after
long and fierce controversies on the rival merits
of the vernaculars and English respectively as
the medium of education.

Thus the three successive influences of
European trade, Christian missions, and Western
education were brought to bear upon the
conservative, caste-bound life of India. The
leaven of a new principle of life was at work,
and the remotest villages were in time to feel
the power of the new ideas. To take over an
area of 1,766,597 square miles and to rule a

1 Contrasting the work of the Christian educator with that of the
evangelistic missionary, Alexander Duff said : " While you engage
in directly separating as many atoms from the mass as the stubborn
resistance to ordinary appliances can admit, we shall, with the
blessing of God, devote our time and strength to the preparing of a
mine and the setting of a train, which shall one day explode and tear
up the whole from its lowest depths " (Life of Alexander Duff, Dr.
George Smith, pp. 108-109).